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same time much of the speech of the child, the saying of
rhymes and other experiences of the preparatory reading
stage are valuable indirect aids to the later phonic work
which should be part of an intelligent reading scheme.
It is because the hearing-saying aspect of word recognition
is so essential in learning to read that young pupils should
be allowed to say aloud or half aloud their reading material
as long as they have the need for this aid.
Important as is the auditory-articulatory element in
word recognition, it is subordinate to the influence of
^meaning upon the assimilation of words into the reading
vocabularies of pupils. Recent psychological studies of
reading have tended to emphasise the paramount value of
meaningful material in both the preliminary and the
instructional stages of learning to read. Words must mean
ideas, not be merely mechanical patterns. Here we may note
that the words which young children learn incidentally are
those most meaningful to them. For example, one five-year-
old could always read " ICE CREAM " wherever the word
appeared. Furthermore, of the material in an introductory
or pre-primer reading book, the words which pupils most
quickly learn to read are those most meaningful to them;
words with least meaning are last to be assimilated into the
reading vocabulary. The better and wider the background
of the pupil's understood language the greater is his chance
of success in learning to read, irrespective of other conditions.
Hence, learning to read must be preceded and accompanied
by a background bf language experiences obtained through
home and school. Stories must be told and read, pictures
must be shown and books provided so that a variety of talk
about everyday situations will produce a wide vocabulary
of common words. In this direction the school should plan
boldly.1 Activities for the five to six year-old stages should
aim at building up that necessary background of language
experience so vital to later work in reading, while vocabulary
1 See Play in the Infant School, E. Boyce (Methuen).